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Features of Nonfiction Text

Text 
Feature What it Looks Like How it Helps Where it’s 

Found

Captions
Helps readers 

understand what’s 
happening in a 
picture or photo

Below a 
picture or 

photo

Diagram
Next to text 

that matches 
the topic of 
the diagram

Glossary
At the end of a 

text (before 
the index)

Graphs

Next to text 
that matches 
the topic of 

the data 
displayed on 

the graph

Heading
At the 

beginning of a 
new section or 

chapter

Index

Helps the reader 
understand the parts 

of people, places, 
or things in the text

Helps the reader 
understand new 
words that are 

important in the text

Helps the reader 
compare 

information and 
understand data

Helps the reader 
know what the 

section or chapter is 
about

Helps the reader find 
specific information 
quickly and easily

At the end of a 
text (after the 

glossary )
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Text 
Feature What it Looks Like How it Helps Where it’s 

Found

Labels
Helps the reader 

understand images 
by pointing out 
specific parts

Next to an 
image

List
Helps the reader by 
making information 
easier to see and 

read

In the text

Maps

Next to text 
that discusses 
the location 

shown on the 
map

Photograph
Next to text 

that matches 
the 

photograph

Subtitle

Below a 
heading and 

before a 
paragraph or 

set of 
paragraphs

Table of 
Contents

Helps the reader 
understand where 

information in a text 
happened

Helps the reader 
know what people, 
places, and things 
look like in real life

Helps the reader 
know the topic of 

the next paragraph

Helps the reader find 
specific information 
quickly and easily

At the 
beginning of a 

text
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Text 
Feature What it Looks Like How it Helps Where it’s 

Found

Timeline
Helps the reader 
understand the 

sequence of events 
described in the text

In the text

Title
Helps the reader 

know what the text is 
about

At the top of 
an article or on 
the cover of a 

book

Types of Print
Helps the reader 
know that certain 

words are important 
In the text


