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Asking Questions Lesson Plan

Asking Questions

The Widow's Broom
By: Chris Van Allsburg
Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: R

Get Ready
To Read

Learn about the
book

Get your brain
ready to read

Key
Vocabulary

Understand the
meaning of

important words
found in the book

Summary

The Widow's Broom tells the fale of a witch's broom that lands in
the yard of a widow named Minna Shaw. The broom has lost its
power o fly witches through the sky and appears to be destined
for ordinary sweeping duties until Minna realizes that it's so much
more than a typical broom! Her first instinct is to fear the broom
and its powers. In fact, Minna's neighbors caution her, referring
fo the broom as evil. They are determined to squash the magic
of the broom, but Minna finds herself in an unusual situation as
she grows more and more attached to the broom that is
anything but ordinary.

Link o What You Know

What do you know about witches and their brooms?
+ Think of a time you had to solve a problem. What questions
did you ask yourself as you were solving the problem?

Important Words to Know and Understand

Fetch - To go fo another place fo get something or
someone and bring it, him, or her bac

Widow - A woman whose husband or wife has died and
who has not married again
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Explanation
of Strategy

Think about the fext
you read

Know what fo do
when you get

Why Readers Ask Questions While Reading

Readers ask questions because it makes reading much more
interesting. By asking questions readers can fumn a text info a
treasure hunt, where their job is fo find the answers o their
questions. When readers ask questions, they think about what
they already know and what they want fo find out.

When you choose a book. it's important fo ask questions before
you read. Read the fifle, the blurb on the back. and look at the
cover art. What are you curious about? What do you hope to
leamn from reading the book?

You should olso ask questions while you read. Try asking
questions that help you answer who or what the book is about
and where or when the story takes place

stly., it
sking questions after reading will help you decide whether or
not you understood what you read. Ask questions if you are
confused or are wondering about something.

s important fo ask questions after you read a book.
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Guided Reading Level

Asking Questions Lesson Plan

Activate Prior
Knowledge

Asking Questions

The Widow's Broom
By: Chris Van Alisburg
Grade Level: 4/ Guided Reading Level: R

Page by Page e tende |
Guide and

Strategy Questions

questions that

Decide whether or
not your questions
will help you better
understand the fext

you've found the
answers fo your
questions

Time to Read

Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
page. Then talk with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook

Cover - Look af the front cover. What are you wondering about
this bookz

Page 5 - What questions do you have about the witch? What
do you think she is thinking about when she lands in the garden?

Page 10 - What questions do you think Minna wants to ask the
broom?

Page 13- What questions do you have about Mr. Spivey? What
are you wondering about him? How does thinking about this
help you understand the book?

Page 21 - What is confusing about the events that take place
on this page? How does thinking about this help you
understand the book?

. toam abouthe Souminyou notapoak.

- porinr o wits

Time to Reflect

Think - When readers ask questions they think about what they
need fo know in order fo really understand a book. Because no
two readers are the same, your questions will usually be different
from other people who are reading the same book. What
question did you ask that helped you to really understand or
enjoy The Widow's Broom?

Talk - Tell your reading partner about the most important
question you asked while reading. Explain how you answered
your question and why the answer helped you.

Reflect - Think about the questioning work you did while reading
The Widow's Broom. Which types of questions helped you the
most? Is there anything that you are still wondering about? If
50, how can you answer your question?

Write - Glue your Strategy Slip into your reader's notebook.

Wiite about the work you did while reading The Widow's Broom
(Remember to include examples from the bookl)
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WRITING ABOUT READING (WITH OPTIONAL CCSS ALIGNMENT)

The Widow's Broom: Making Connections S TrO Te g y an d TeXT B ase d

Think about how Minna tricked the Spivey's fo get them to Reader’s Res ponse Prompt

leave town. How would you have handled the Spivey's?

Use details from the story to compare what Minna did to what
you would have done.

Common Core State Standard

I can use details from the text to describe the actions of

the character. CCss:RLA3

The Widow's Broom: Making Connections

Think about how Minna fricked the Spivey’s to get them to
m | CO n Tl leave town. How would you have handled the Spivey's?
Use details from the story to compare what Minna did to what Thawdon:s Slooi: Detsmining Impondncs

S tatement you would havedone. | | [T

| can use details from the text to describe the actions of

the character. oSS A3 Use examples from the text to support the fraits you choose.
Explain why the fraits are important to her character.

What kind of a person was Minna? Choose three character
traits that describe her.

The Widow's Broom: Making Connections _T!'f_v_"_d 3 1"_"_?'? % _'"_D_e_'f'mw_"_g "'_'E?'fc_'"ce _____________
. . . . ’ What kind of a person was Minna? Choose three character
Think about how Minna fricked the Spivey’s to get them to iraits that describe her.

leave town. How would you have handled the Spivey's?

Use examples from the text to support the traits you choose.
Use details from the story to compare what Minna did to what Explain why the fraits are important to her character.

you would have done.

| can use details from the text to describe the actions of The Widow's Broom: Determining Importance
the character. meell P -
What kind of a person was Minna? Choose three character
traits that describe her.
Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com Use examples from the text to support the traits you choose.

Explain why the fraits are important to her character.

C ommon C ore Fre e The Widow's Broom: Determining Importance

What kind of a person was Minna? Choose three character
traits that describe her.

se examples from the text to support the traits you choose.
Explain why the fraits are important to her character.

Reader's Notebook: C ion Strategy Slips | gez.com
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VOCABULARY CONNECTIONS RESOURCES

The Widow's Broom
8y: Chris Van Alsburg
Vocabulary Connections Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: R

_— Important Words to Know
ke and Understand in

To cover or hide something

e ot fcrcis ane e o i o o The Widow's Broom Word List

Embers
A piece of wood or coal that is not buming but is still red
died

Fetch
7o 6o fo another place fo get something or someone and bring i, him, or her
back The Widow's Broom

Word and Picture
By: Chris Van Allsburg .
g::::'en:wem of the hands, arms, head, efc. to express an idea or feelings VOCGbUIOfY Connachions GroaeLeveli 4/ Guded kecdng Lever S OrTl n g C O rd s

Innocent
Not having done something wrong

Cloaked Coiled Embers

Something that you own or have with you at a particular fime:

U090 d

Stake
A wooden or metal post that is pointed at one end and pushed into the ground in
order to support something, mark a parficular place, efc.

Widow ¢
‘A woman whose husband or wife has died and who has not married again ~
The Widow's Broom

. By: Chris Van Allsburg

Vocabulary Connections Grode Level: 4/ Guided Reading Level: |

Youth
The time of life when a person is young, especially the time before a child
becomes an adult

Embers

Gesturing Innocent

Vocabulary Word List | ©8ookPagez.com

suoyo0aq dois Aq dais

Arranged in a series | A Piece of wood or
b 1 coal that s not
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Isawthiswordin | Isawthiswordin | Isawthiswordin | % kent remindis 5
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thiswordin 1 = On a chily evening, the in her warm shawd, sat .
; : : z byt . waichin o pr— w Word Games and
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Jwarm shaw, sat
the fire, wondering what magic the night sfll held for her. iled

would

Interactive Vocabulary ST o
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Across: — L
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5. A word for something you own

Down: L [ el
2. Glowing bis of wood n a fire =
3. A woman whose husband has died L Vocabulary Connections
The Widow's Broom 4.To be covered or hidden - [iloln
W
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WORD WORK LESSON PLAN AND ACTIVITIES

| n ‘I'r' 'I'i n | Thg Widow's Broom
structiond Word Work i BT Vo Al
Focus Based on e
. Prepositional Phrase By?chvis‘\’l:: A\Isob‘::;
Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: R
the Words in . Word Work

Instructional Focus:

Background:
A Prepositional Phrase is a group of word| ~ Step 1: Infroduce Prepositional Phrases
T h e B O O k with @ noun or pronoun. The ending nouf the + Draw students’ attention o the Common Prepositions Anchor
the Preposiional phrases g pocte of Char
direction, or fime. + Tell students that a preposition is a word that is used before a
Word Work noun or pronoun and gives more information.
. + Show students the chart of common prepositions.
Examples: Somple Anchor Chovl + Explain that today, you will focus on prepositional phrases that
provide more information about location, direction, or fime.
through the Crspsetiloibimmge + Show students the rock and explain that this special rock is a tool

‘woods ocross the streef || Yoo wiluie 10 eem sbaut pepostions and prepostiond! S te o} by S‘I‘e P Lesson PlO N

- phrases.
during the + Demonsirate seffing the rock on the hard cover book and say
to the park sommer o

+ Move the rock under the book and say “under”.
+ Explain that we can use many of the words on the 2

1o show the location of the rock.

Wiite “The rock is on the book.” on the chart paper pared
ahead of time with the definition of a Preposifional Phrase:

Put a colored box around the word “on” and label it as a

around the world inside the box

Materials and Preparation: preposition.
B ’ + Undeine “on the book” and explain that this is a preposifional
A Copy of The Widow's Broom b phrase because it is a group of words that begins with the
+ Chart Paper . Sample Anchor Chart preposition “on”. ends with the noun “book", and tells us the.
= Common Prepx Anchor Cf location of the rock.
«  Prepositional Phrases Anchor Ch | common Prepositons + Ask the studens to help you add more examples fo the list. Hold

Colored markers
Arock

Ahardcover book

sandwich bags to hold cards fof
each pair of students
Prepositional Phrases Card Sort,
students)

Prepositional Phrases Practice P

the rock by the spine of the book and call on students to give a

prepastional phvase fo descibe the rock's ocalion. Remind
m 1o begin with a preposition from the fist. Write their

Tesponses { “neor e book” "y he book”, “beside fhe book" on
the chart pe

 Darmonsiate excmeles o direction by moving he fock i elafion
o the book. Tell students the rock is moving “past the book” or
“foward the book'.

+ Invite students fo box the preposition and underiine the

. Optional - Word Defective (1 pq prepositional phrases of the given examples.
« Optional - Activity fo Extend Eng
step2)

Word Work Lesson Plan | ©BookPagez.com

Optional The Widows room
By: Chris Van Allsbu
.. Word Work Grodo Levet: 4/ Guided Readng love §
/ \C T IVI Ty TO Step 2: Prepositional Phrases in the Text
Connect Word + Tellthe students that the book they wil read foday has several
eexamples of prepositional phrases.
Extend Worklo Readng | . SETPSIEEISSIE e
pages of The Widow's Broor
e «  Discuss whether the pmuses give us more information about
E n O e m e n T * Select a shudent fo begin. location, direction, or time.
. :gzk)m:;"‘:;:““ L + Onpage 7 tell the students they will now identify prepositional . M P sifi | Phi Card Sort
phrases on their own as you read. Tell them that holding up L ‘I’ f d ‘I' h repositional Phrases Card Sor
e ek T 55008 700k T ol oy how ek o0k i IST OT woras In the i Ay
i Interactive Activity
fist) when they hear preposifional phrases in the text
+  Students can listen and signal for prepositional pmases as you b k .I. h .I. T h .I. h
; confinue reading the fext. m °
e :d:,:‘:s Examples of Prepostional Phrases Found in he Text: OO a airc e Location Direction Time H
-+ Encaoge suasno 8
come up wih o meny « from the bed H H g
el I S instructional focus Atthebeach ™MOUINIS  getore noon |
+ Choenge students o by the frepiace woods <
‘extend beyond + onthe hearth g
prepostona phvases for « into the flame. =z
prveiparoe + beside the fre E
phrcses such s walking + toward the garden In the car To the zoo Afterdark | 3
:or;v:':::k “toward the. * over the freetops a
e oneh 8
Onthe Toward the In a week a
i S
Step 3: Interactive Exploration mountain door F
3
Guided Word + Tell students thaf understanding preposiional phrases wil help g
Work Practice them visuaize whie reading and elaborate and add clarity in By the Around the | Throughout %
their writing. . o« ege i a
+ Remind them that prepositional phrases give information about cafeteria block the day =
Interactive Activities
« Explain that they will work in partnerships fo sort prepositional R
phrases by fype. .| Against the S
+ Give each parfnership a bag of cut phrase cards On the chair N Until midnight
+ Tel studens there i a st thaf includes fhe headings “Locaton wind
“Direction’’. and “Time". They wil sort prepositionol phrases in th
corect columns under the headings
+ Instruct students to discuss and justify their thinking. Behind the U the hill Between
e hil
bookshelf P meals
Word Work Lesson Plan | GBookPagez.com Ina Along the During di
uring dinner
notebook path
Guded Word Work Fracice | Ghookrager.com

The Widow's Broom

Word Work Groda Lavel: 41 Cortan Roucing Lovet &
Step Independent Practice Pages Answer Key for Preposifonal Phases
Independent : 3{:::?27.,‘!?33".!5;"” SHRRESS Word Work Practice Page

Word Work Read the directions with the clas
Practice " Tolihe sfodents 1o complete the practice page
- Monitor students whie fhey work.

Part 1: For each sentence, put a box around the preposition and underiine the
and end with @ noun or pronoun.

Step 5: Group Discussion 1. The students ate their lunch(in)the classroom.
+ Biing the students back fogether. .
::fl::"‘::'v‘::f: + sk students to explain what they leamed about words based on 2. They cid the] Prepositional Phrases
the work they completed. N
Work . Ir\vne students fo fum and talk with a partner about their word 3. There is a ro Word Work Practice Page

Word Detective: Prepositional Phrases

. Ir\vive 2-3 students to share what they leamed with the group.
v i Extension Activity 4@UNE ML [y 1 oy ccchsorvonce, pu o box cround he prepestion and underne e
member hr be
- 5. The fire crad]  and end with a noun or pronoun.
Step é: Extension Activity Directions:
Extend Word Work |+ Askstudents o be on the lookout for prepositional phrases in fheir Be a word detectivel 1. The students afe fher lunch in the classroom
(optional) own reading. Tell them 1o write their words on a sficky note and 8e on the lookout for prepositional phrases whie you read. Wite the Part 2: Prepositiof .
«add them to the anchor chart (review the added sticky notes word that you find along with the tifie of the book where you found Time. Label eac] 2. They did their he K bef di
with the class later in the day or before moving on fo the next the word, the page, and the sentence with the word or phrase. show whatinfory 2 They did their homework before dinner.
word work lesson). vith a new prep|
« Alternatively, students can keep frack of the words using the prepositionalph] 3. There is a rocky path by the river.
Deective worksheet.
Word Book Tifle Page Sentence Example: 4. By the river, there is a rocky path.
The rambunctiod
Therambuncfiod 5 The fire crackled inside the fireplace.
1. They're gof

Part 2: Preposiional Phrases give information about Location. Direction, or
They're | Time. Label each sentence with L for Location, D for Direction, or T for Time fo
———  showwhat information Then rewrite
@ new prepositional phrase of a different fype. Label the type of your new
2. Webaked|  prepositional phrase.

We bakd  Example:
| Therambunctious puppies played inside their pen. L
The rambunctious puppies played untilit was dork. T

1. They're going for a drive along the beach,

‘Word Work Lesson Plan | ©BookPagez.com

2. We baked delicious cupcakes before dinner.

Word Detective

Name: Independent Word Work Practice | GBookPagez.com

Word Work Extension Acliviy | CBookPagez.com




ASSESSMENTS

Running Record

Title: The Widow's Broom Guided Reading Text Level: R Word Count: 100

Name:

Accuracy Rate: (# of words correct/100 words)
Error Rate: (# of incorrect words/100 words)
Self-Correction Rate: (# of words self-corrected/100 words)
Time: (in seconds) Words Per Minute: (100/:

Date:

ds read x 60)

Instructional
90% - 94% Accuracy

Hard

Easy
95% - 100% Accuracy 50% - 89% Accuracy

Running Record

E = Errors $C = Self-Cormrection M = Meaning col INFORMATION
ASS essmen ‘I’ s = Structure/Syntax V = Visual UNT USED
Page el sc | | sy

Use the first 100 words from
the text to assess oral 2
reading fluency

—

Witches' brooms don't last forever. They grow
old, and even the best of them, one day, lose

the power of fiight.

Fortunately, this does not happen in an instant. A
witch can feel the strength slowly leaving her broom.
The sudden bursts of energy that once carried her
quickly info the sky become weak. Longer and longer
running starts are needed for takeoff. Speedy brooms

that, in their youth, outraced hawks are passed by slow

Tested By: ©BookPagez.com

Common Core Assessment:
One question for each Reading
Informational OR Reading Literature
standard (1-8)

—

Name:
The Widow's Broom

CCSS Assessment Score: /9

Directions:
Use what you know about The Widow's Broom fo answer each of the following questions,

1. What can you infer about Minna when she helps the witch who landed in her garden?

(&) Minnas afraid of witches and magic.

@ She is a kind, compassionate, and brave person.
5. Which of these events happened first in The Widow’s Broom? (RL.4.5)
@ Minna's garden s mportant fo her. @ Minna taught the broom to do chores.
@ Minna s a person who doesn't mind doing chores.
@ The Spivey boys teased the broom.
2. Mr. Spivey was not accepting of the broom because it was different fror]
broom fo be. What does Mr. Spivey say about the broom? . Minna found the broom sweeping.

@ He says it is dangerous and evi. (©) . spivey got upset about the broom.
@ He says he doesn't want fo get o know the broom. 6. Mr. Spivey had strong feelings about the broom. From his point of view, why was the broom
dangerous? (RL.4.6)
@ He tells the neighbors fo tease the broom. X
. The broom was magic and magic can be scary.
@ He tells Minna the broom should start doing more chores.
@ The broom worked hard and Minna could become lazy.

3. Which best describes the broom? @ The broom could take over Minna's farmhouse.

@ Itis @ helpful and good companion for Minna.
@ It was very patient and didn't want fo cause frouble.

@ It is @ hard worker, a fast leaner, and a good friend.

@ All of the above.

4. What does Mr. Spivey mean when he uses the phrase, “We'll all be sor|
(A) They wil all have to apologize fo the broom.
(®) something bad wil happen and they wil feel regret.
@ You never know what is going fo happen

@ They will all have to help with extra chores.

CCSS Assessment 4" Grade Reading Standards for Literaf

@ The broom was helpful and could do many chores.
7. How do the illustrations support the text of the story? (RL.4.7)
® They show how much the broom misses the witch.
@ They show how dangerous the broom can be.
. They show the emotions of the characters.
@ The illustrations do not support the text of the story.
8. Which of these messages is presented in the story? (RL.4.9)
. You don't have fo fear something just because it's different from what you expect.
@ Chores build character.
@ A good fiiend can make everything better.

@ Being lonely can be good for you.

9. What is the genre of this story? (RL.4.10)
@ Realistic Fiction
(@) siography
. Fantasy
(®) Nonfiction

CCSS Assessment 4" Grade Reading Standards for Literature | BookPagez.com

Answer Key



WORKSHEETS

Name: Date:

Directions:

In the book The Widow's Broom, the broom was an everyday object with magic
powers. Now it's your turn to pick an ordinary household object (a spoon, a hat, a
clock) and give it a magical power, just like the broom. Date:

Use your imagination to answer the questions below.

t can do, use your imagination o write a short

hat object suddenly comes to life with its new
What is your object?

jaw a picture of your magical everyday object.

What does it do?

Writing Worksheet

—

What special ability does your object have that could surprise or even cause
mischief for its owner?

How does the object's magic change over time, or does it develop new abilities
as it gets used more?

Extension Activity | ©BookPagez.com

——

Extension Activity | ©BookPagez.com

Name: Date:
Name: Date:
Directions: EFFECT CARDS
1. These are cause and effect cards for Widow's Broom. Read the cards. | Dde
2. Cut out the cause and effect cards.
3. Mix the cards up then place them face down in front of you.
4. Tum two cards over. If the cause and effect are a match, keep the X
cards and place them on your sorting mat. If they don't match fip a’s i
them back over. EFFECT CARDS her broom stopped working.

rolouibademttes | cocnnacde Cause and Effect
® ] Sorting Game and

are effect cards.
Minna taught it.

The witch landed in Minna's she wanted fo keep the AnSWer Key

oo

garden because broom. —
u ° —
E— rid he was afraid of if.
The broom leamed fo do her broom stopped
chores because working. -

he was afraid of it. broom.

Mr. Spivey wanted fo get rid
of the broom because

- : ®
she wanted fo keep the

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, REMEMBER!
Minna tricked Mr. Spivey Minna taught it. e is why something happened.
b effect is what happened.
ecause
] [ ] EMBER! N Cause and Effect Sorfing Mat for Widow's Broom Answer Key
| Cavse and " woom _pmething happened. —/Q\—
Ihat happened. =

©BookPagez.com | Cause and Effect Sorting Mat for Widow's Broom

Answer Key
Directions: The Widow's Broom
The first part of the sentences below fell what happened (the effect) in the. Cause and Effect

book, The Widow's Broom. Complete each sentence by teling the cause.

cause _her broom stopped working.

Name: (
Directions: The Widow's Broom
The first part of the sentences below fell what happened (the effect) in the Cause and Effect se _Minna taught it.

C ause dn d Effe C 1' book, The Widow's Broom. Complete each sentence by teling the cause.
The witch landed in Minna's garden because

Sentence Stem L becouso _he was afad o
O n d A n sWe r Key The broom learned to do chores because

. Mr. Spivey wanted to get rid of the broom because

Minna tricked Mr. Spivey because

wanted to keep the broor

\g happened. The effect is what happened.

©BookPagez.com | Cause and Effect Practice

Reading Tip!

Remember: The cause is why something happened. The effect is what happened.

©BookPagez.com | Cause and Effect Practice






