COMPREHENSION STRATEGY
LESSON PLANS AND PRACTICE PAGES

The following preview shows all of the comprehension strategy
resources for The Widow's Broom by Chris Van Allsburg

Asking Questions Lesson Plan

The Widow's Broom Guided Reading Level

2 " By: Chris Van Allsburg
Asking Questions Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: R

! Summary
., The Widow's Broom tels the fale of a witch's broom that lands in . .

P the yard of @ widow named Minna Shaw. The broom has lost its Askln Ues‘hons Lesson PlOn
power fo fly witches through the sky and appears to be destined
for ordinary sweeping duties until Minna realizes that it's so much
more than a typical broom! Her first instinct is to fear the broom
andiits powers. In fact, Minna's neighbors caution her, referring . .
10 the broom as evil. They are determined fo squash the magic AC Tl\/O Te P I O r
of the broom, but Minna finds herself in an unusual situation as .
she grows more and more attached to the broom that is The Widow's Broom
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Get Ready
To Read

v Leam about the

Get your brain

Ke ready fo read
y ¥ Understand the

meaning of

Vocabulary |

Link o What You Know

+ What do you know about witches and their brooms?

+ Think of a time you had to solve a problem. What questions
did you ask yourself as you were solving the problem?

Time to Read

>»  Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each

- page. Then talk with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook
Cover - Look at fhe front cover. What are you wondering about
this book?

Important Words to Know and Understand
Fefch - To go fo another place to get something or

someone and bring it, him, or her back Ask Questions
Widow - A woman whose husband or wife has died and While Reading

i

i

| who has not married again

‘ Page by Page

1 Why Readers Ask Questions While Reading o
~,  Readers ask questions because It makes reading much more ( ; Ui d e an d peglnwin

-~ interesfing. By asking questions readers can furn a fext info a ‘Why

treasure hunt, where their job is fo find the answers fo their
vestions. When readers ask questions, they think about what

Page 5 - What questions do you have about the witch? What
do you think she is thinking about when she lands in the garden?

questions that Page 10 - What questions do you think Minna wants to ask the

broom?

Page 13- What questions do you have about Mr. Spivey? What
are you wondering about him? How does thinking about this
help you understand the book?

Decide whether or

?h!y already know and what they want fo find out. STrOTegy QUeSTiO ns Z"GIZ”; ?:fi:ﬁ;,

understand the fext
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Learn About When you choose a book, it's important to ask questions before
Comprehension you read. Read the fitle, the blurb on the back, and look at the
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h Page 21 - What is confusing about the events that take place
1
Strategies \ cover art. What are you curious about? What do you hope to
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on this page? How does thinking about this help you

o understand the book?

you've found the
answers fo your
questions

SK yourse

Exp | O n O ‘H O n learn from reading the book?
v Think about the text

you read

of Strategy | - s

You should also ask questions while you read. Try asking
questions that help you answer who or what the book is about
and where or when the story takes place.

Time to Reflect

sfly, it's imporfant to ask questions after you read a book. > Think - When readers ask questions they think about what they

s need to know in order fo really understand a book. Because no
two readers are the same, your questions will usually be different
from other people who are reading the same book. What
question did you ask that helped you to really understand or
enjoy The Widow's Broom?

sking questions after reading will help you decide whether or
not you understood what you read. Ask questions if you are
confused or are wondering about something.
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Notice the Work | ) .
You Did While ! Talk - Tell your reading partner about the most important
v | question you asked while reading. Explain how you answered
Reading | your question and why the answer helped you.
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WRITING ABOUT READING (WITH OPTIONAL CCSS ALIGNMENT)

The Widow's Broom: Asking Questions STFOTegy Ond TeXT BOsed
""""""""""""""""""""""""" Reader’s Response Prompt

What questions would you ask Minna about how she
protected the broom from Mr. Spivey?
How could these questions and answers help you understand

the story? Common Core State Standard

D | can use details to describe the character's thoughts, words,
and actions. coss:RLA3

The Widow's Broom: Asking Questions

What questions would you ask Minna about how she
1 ” rotected the broom from Mr. Spivey?
| Can P pivey

The Widow's Broom: Asking Questions
How could these questions and answers help youunderstand | | | beoooo ol

S TO Te m e nT the story? What questions would you ask Minna about how she
protected the broom from Mr. Spivey?

D | can use details to describe the character's thoughts, words, How could these questions and answers help you understand
and actions. Cess:RLA3 the story?

The Widow's Broom: Asking Questions The Widow's Broom: Asking Questions

What questions would you ask na about how she
What questions would you ask Minna about how she protected the broom from Mr. Spivey?

protected the broom from Mr. Spivey?

How could these questions and answers help you understand
How could these questions and answers help you understand the story?
the story?

The Widow's Broom: Asking Questions
What questions would you ask Minna about how she
protected the broom from Mr. Spivey?

D | can use details to describe the character's thoughts, words,
and actions. Ccess:RLA3

How could these ions and help you
the story?

Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com

C O m m O n C O re Fre e The Widow's Broom: Asking Questions

What questions would you ask Minna about how she
protected the broom from Mr. Spivey?

w could these questions and answers help you understand
the story?

Reader's Notebook: C ion Strategy Slips | gez.com

Reading Response Prompts for Each
Comprehension Strategy Lesson Plan

GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS

Asking Quesfions Defermining Imporiance Tdentifying the Author's Purpose Making Conneclions Making Inferences
N Tile: Title: Tile: Title:
veston semence Think about he book. Wil all of the important Who s the authorof your baok? ik cbooutthe boo soesthe book remi
ueston serjence anert informafion in he thought bubble b " Tank ppoutthe book. What does the book remind Whatthe | Whatl | WhatlCan
Iwoncer.. Wyt Howdoos ught bubble belo Text Says ow. Infer
v What was he author's purpose for wiing s Looktorcuesnh | Whot o oo | Emon, s
omeenes tamerons  lomratuce e ot PurP o | "t | o ot
Whattype of connection cid you make?
O Tofersvade [ Tolnform [ To Enterlin R Yo
vesion rawer Texto-sel  [lfextfo-Text iextto-World
Ques E Iknow because.. o E -
Now defermine 3 816 Hean, Draw a picture of your connecion infhe box
e — thal are important o you. O below.
lusrate he mostimportant pars o your book. What do you think he author wanted you fo hink
" about while reading this book?
Gueston e IS ——
n
Draw a pictur of the most mportant thing fhe
‘author made you thik about whlle reading.
Guesion e ,3
Diections: ouections: ovectons: Duections
YV Answer cch o he quesins. ¥ Anower each of e questins T Anwercch of he cuesrs. ¥ Anwer e of e qestrs. Y Arwer och o e
2 Corehtycul onhe dotiedne, 2 Carluly cuton tho doftedine. 2 Carslycuton fne Golledine 2 Caraity cut on he doed ine 2 Corohay curon e doneatne.
Gl Iape,or slale o yousreader’snolebockc. 3Gl tope,cr laple s your reccer's roabock. 5 G ape,or e o yousreader’s nofepook ERE S — 3/Ghe,lape,or slaple o your reader's nolebook:
<o Corerarero Sreteay Croi G | hasirager o e e e e T e e

Asking Questions Determining ldentifying the Making Making
Importance Author’s Purpose Connections Inferences



