
Here’s What You’ll Get with the 

The Tale of Despereaux Book Club 

Linear vs. Nonlinear Plots Lesson Plans for 6 Book Club Meetings

Specific 

Instructional Focus

Discussion 

Questions 

by Chapter

Guided Reading Level

4 Part Lesson Plans

Step by Step 

Guided Mini 

Lesson

6  Linear vs. Nonlinear Plots Lesson Plans

Reflection and 

Self-Evaluation

Scheduling and 

Reader Responsibility

Many Causes, 
One Effect

Questions to 
Find the Effects

Signal Words

Sorting Signal Words

Introduce 
Making Inferences

Examining Nonlinear 
Timelines

Understanding Linear 
and Nonlinear

Understanding 
Flash Forwards

Introduce Timelines

Key

Vocabulary 

by Chapter

Solvb

Understanding 

Flashbacks and Events 
and Consequences Recognizing the 

Author’s Voice



Book Club Management Materials 

Custom Calendar Template 

Conversation 

Prompts

Book Club Calendar

Expectation Guide for 

Before, During, and After 

Book Club

Student Self-Evaluation Rubric

with 5th Grade Common Core Alignment

Reader’s Response Option Board

Tied to the Book Club 

Expectation Guide



Book Club Assessment Materials 

Complete Common Core Assessment

One essential question for 

each of the 5th grade 

Reading Literature standards 

Short answer 

practice

Practice with 

multiple choice questions

Focus Assessment for 

Story Structure: Linear vs. 

Nonlinear Plots

Answer Keys

Rubric with optional 

Common Core Alignment

Running Record 



Vocabulary Connections Resources

Important Words to Know and Understand in

The Tale of Despereaux Word List

Word and Definition 

Sorting Cards

Word Games and 

Answer Key

Vocabulary Word 

Extension Activities



Complete Common Core Alignment

Vocabulary Connections 

Common Core Alignment

Book Club 

Common Core Alignment



Book Club Management Materials Spanish Resources 

Custom Calendar Template 

Conversation 

Prompts

Book Club Calendar

Expectation Guide for 

Before, During, and After 

Book Club

Student Self-Evaluation Rubric

with 5th Grade Common Core Alignment

Reader’s Response Option Board

Tied to the Book Club 

Expectation Guide


