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5 Comprehension Strategy Lesson Plans and Practice Pages

Retelling and Summarizing
Lesson Plan

The Polor Express Guided Reading Level

By: Chris Van Alsburg

Retelling and Summarizing Grads Level: 3 / Guided Reading Lavel: N
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passengers on a trai
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Writing About Reading with Optional CCSS Alignment

Strategy and Text Based
Reader’s Response Prompt

The Polar Express: Synthesizing

The parents cannot hear the bell. How do their actions affect
the story? What do you learn when the dad says “the bell is
broken”?

Common Core State Standard

D | can describe characters in stories and explain how their
actions affect the story. oSS RLA3

The Polar Express: Synthesizing

The parents cannot hear the bell. How do their actions affect

the story? What do you learn when the dad says “the bell is
broken"? The Polar Express: Synthesizing

The parents cannot hear the bell. How do their actions affect
the story? What do you learn when the dad says “the bell is

D | can describe characters in stories and explain how their
broken"?

actions affect the story. CsSRLA3

The Polar Express: Synthesizing

The Polar Express: Synthesizing

The parents cannot hear the bell. How do their actions affect
the story? What do you learn when the dad says “the bell is
broken”?

The parents cannot hear the bell. How do their actions affect
the story? What do you learn when the dad says “the bell is
broken”?

‘1 Can”
Statement
The parents cannot hear the bell. How do their acfions affect

| can describe characters in stories and explain how their
actions affect the story. cemas
the story? What do you learn when the dad says “the bell is

Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips [CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com broken"?

The Polar Express: Synthesizing

Common Core Free

The Polar Express: Synthesizing

The parents cannot hear the bell. How do their actions affect
the story? What do you learn when the dad says “the bell is
broken"?

Reader's Nolebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | GBookPagez.com

Reading Response Prompts for Each
Comprehension Strategy Lesson Plan

Roteling and Summarizing Ihaking Prodicions.
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Vocabulary Connections Resources

The Polar Express
Chiis vian Alsburg
el Level: 3/ Guided Reacing Level: N

Vocabulary Connections

: Important Words to Know
o " and Understand in

An area with wery few plants or ofher living things

onuctr The Polar Express Word List

A person who collects money o fickets from passengers on a fraln

Lean
Thin. strang and healthy

Nougat
A sweet candy that usudlly contains nuts or pleces of fruit

e | YWOrd and Picture

The Polar Express
By: Chiis Van Alsburg
iided Feadng Lavet: N

Paced
Towalk back and larth across the same space again and again Vocabulary Connections By: Chris Van Alsburg .
Sorting Cards
Related fo the North or South Pole pomsmmmmnneae r 1
Prance L 1 H
Te lle livey wd sud hibe 1ciki high ste : : :
T bt ot i i e ! omen [Gondecion] lsony |
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H
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Vocabiary Ward 1] EheokPager.com H 2 Barren |Conductor; Lean H

! A person who
An area with very | collects money or
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other living things

Thin, strong and
healthy

The Polar Express
Vocabulary Connections ok Leveii 3 e Vo Aliburg

Polar Express
Jres van Alliburg

Sering Carcs | CBookPagez.com

Paced Is a/an

noun verb
adverb adjective

Polar Is a/an
noun verk
adverb adjective

Nougat is a/an
noun verb
adverb adjective

o

Definition of Definition of Definition of

aced: olar: v M =
Word and Definition g
R Asweetcondy | Towalkboekand | oo g
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Nougal reminds Paced reminds Polar reminds Word Games
2 me of me of: with Words from The Polar Express

Directions: Find each vocabulary word in the word

1 search belaw. Then cokor fhe biank spoces loreveala  Word Bank | | word Games
Isaw this wordin | |saw fhis word in | 1 saw his word in ] ] SARRER
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Paced looks | Polar looks
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Interactive Vocabulary
Notebook Cards

Extension Activities i e
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Word Work Lesson Plan and Activities

Instructional
FO C U S B O S e d O n Word Work Grade Level: BvT:iEE&EE@%
the Words in nsructiond Foco:

Inflectional Endings The Polar Express
the Book Word Work By acelys i

Background: Grade Level: ided Reoding Level: N STep by STep Lesson Plo N

Introduce the + Draw the students’ affenfion fo the chart paper,
- B ol endings called inflecfional endin

I’m::-‘:;nnl ending s Step 1: Introduce Inflectional Endings

Examples:

Focus of - d ol the e o
Word Work T worc. § ehampes foa madnimg o fha word. T endifgs ceas. 25
cat-c ing.ond edl Vite the endings 07 0 oiece of chort noger earh o [
Sample Anchor Cher
MiX = mi; -
§ The Polar Express
eat-eall L | W By: Chris Van Allsburg
; 00g-dogs e 4 Word Work Grade Level: 3/ Guided Reading Level: 1 . .
water-wa .
pickle - pid E eamed fin ha s Step 2 Confinued Examples of Inflectional Endings Found in the Text: |S O Wor S l n e
+ 4 Connect Word + e o R——
R d Workio Reading | s e " e book that match the
.. 4 + ringing « shoutes + looked
iog - jogg) E Exlend Engagement + hising « answared + wiapped . .
. . + squeaking + oppeared - fptoed
o _pia J [rotion wror | e - instructional focus
« Cragte . - comng + dowed - pulled
+ roling + wemeo + fled
Materials and Preparatid q |. + saiing + simbed - meltad
. A Copyol The fleonal ending on
+ ChartPaper | sjep2: Infl | 3%ne Color manon
1 HVH + Inflectional End| . + Fif the indes card cvec
p [elg[e! CTIvI Y + Inflectioncl End|  Connecl Word win e ihackonal
«  Optional - Wor Work to Reading . ward wing © differant

Optional - 2 Cqf

to Extend ) :
Engagement

+ Flay | Have ... Who Has.
holding. who has
cl b

v | R+ s ]

Step 3: Interactive Exploration

+ Explain that you ore going o have a compefiion to see which
Guided Word aroup can make the longes! Inflectional Ending Trains.
Work Practice - spilit students into groups of 4 or 5 and have the children sit

together at a table of on the floor. Give sach group a long
[re——— pieca sting or yom|coproximately 10 feet long). Explain that
ing wil connect fhe frain cars.

B —‘\rk chilc ks out o pencil and a pair of s

acivity. Explain thal F
ok & hole ai 1 fop wih @ pancl. Srow therm how 1o do s
with @ sample. Then shaw them how ta sifing it on the yom

ive 2och child five Explerafion Page. Read
directions fog
whaer one persen con cut
frain cars, fwo pecple con wiile, one person can
the yam, and so on. All students should help identify the words.

ssors for fhe

The Polar Express

By: Chris Van Alsburg
Word Work Grade Level: 3/ Guided Reading Level: N

Step 3 Continved: Interactive Exploration —
. - Remind ch that they can wiite a noun belore the s or es
Guided Word endings. They can wiite  verb befors the ing and sd sndings
Work Practice operin @ place whare children con uss it as o
reference. Allow them fo use if fer ideas but remind them of fhis
h:.y may nol copy any of the words on Ihe chart paper for

word Work Lesson Plan | B8ookPagez.com

e siaced exfo copies of he
aroup: ore sheets os
thay need them o extend thair trains.

it for the oetlity (such as 20 minutes) and allcw
groups fo begin,

Interactive
Activities

Inflectional Endings Trains
Interactive Activity

Step 4 Fraclice Page Cit 501 ha i cor. Complate the word By adding  RouUn of vers Before e
Independent » Give each student a copy of Inflectional Ending: ek, o 1S e o 1 e e et cn
Wnrdelk
Chatenge: Sae who con ake e kgt HISCHNG 0NG N
Word Werk . i the directions with the class =n w o

Practice - Tellthe students to complete the practice poge.
- Monitor students whiz ey work,

X ' ©-©
Step 5: Group Discussion
—
- Bring the students back fogsther
Reconnect and e e b .
* Ask students 1o explain wi ey leamed about words bosed on
Reflect on Word i meloled

Work -

to tum and talk with

i out their word

©
©

k.
= Inwite 23 students fo shore what they leamed with the group.

ractice Page

Step &: Extension Activity

+ sk students fo be on Ine leckaul for inflectional endings in thet
E’def‘d Word Work own recding. Tall tham 10 wiite thair words on a sticky note and
(optional) add fhem to the ancher chart (review the added sticky nates
with s class latst in the cay or batfill moving on to the next
word work lesson).

Altemalivaly. students can keep fraflibl the word using the
Word DQII:'W. Vlwkih.ﬂ

©
©

ora @
Independent ©-©
©—©

Inflectional Endings
Word Work Practice Poge

oiechions:
R e senbences. Which word hos
46 19A1GAICE T CICHD Mo COTBCT wre

TESITRN ey ———— comectinfectisnal ending o < cmpicte

et
1. The wanaes frainwes parfecy stlin font of my houss.

lncing
2. Ha fock alarge pockat wolch from his weet fhen  lackes up.at My
losis
indow.

and nightgewns, ﬂhi

o
P s
ukside. treppng.
. .. s o
Extension Activit o Retpron et Ty e s S iy e
C bl
Thed
i
4 When| iked  for the siver bed, Sonio smiled.
o
-k
i
7. Sanka chcled once obowe s, 1han Seerhemed in the cold, dork.
el s
Word Detective: Inflectional Endings shoulwd
Extension Activity 8 S MU i engescs nomes and cracked His whio.
P

Oirecons i
[rps—p—— e

9. The Foin gave & sucden luch 51 Jiarng Mo
oo oot nlleconct emangs vk vou o, il e Fo
s it v Ared i 0 18 o o Bl v fourd
e e o Bge. o I e i e w5 e, \ e permm—————
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wara Bac e roge. sentence




Assessments

Running Record
Title: The Polar Express Guided Reading Text Level: N Word Count: 100

Name: Date:
Accuracy Rate: (# of words correct/100 words)

Error Rate: (# of incorrect words/100 words)

Self-Correction Rate: (# of words self-corrected/100 words

R U n nin g R ecord Time: (in seconds) Words Per Minute: (100/seconds read x 40)

Easy Instructional Hard
A ssessmen ‘I' . 95 %- 100% Accuracy 90 %- 94% Accuracy 50 %- 89% Accuracy
U se -I-h e fl rs-l- 'I OO WO rd S E Errosrs=sschjs'ilrféioy:'e§jc\1’n=l\\l;5=ul\u/\‘eaning COUNT INFOSQAEADTION

sC

from the text to assess £ se | v | mev
OrOI recd|ng ﬂuency 1| on christmas Eve, many

years ago, llay quietly in my

bed. | did not rustle the
— sheets. | breathed slowly and
silently. | was listening for a
sound - a sound a friend
had told me I'd never hear —
the ringing bells of Santa’s
sleigh

“There is no Santa,” my
friend had insisted, but |
knew he was wrong.

Late that night | did hear

sounds, though not of ringing

Tested By: ©BookPagez.com

Common Core Assessment:
One question for each Reading
Informational OR Reading Literature
standard (1-9)

Directions: '

Use what you know about The Polar Express to answer each of the following questions.

Name:

1. What did the boy hear and see outside his window on Christmas Eve?
@ It was Santa's sleigh with bells and reindeer.

(®) He heard and sow some of Santa's eives

= 5. Atthe beginning, before he goes fo the North Pole, what does the boy say a end has fold
(€) 1t was a metal steam frain that stopped in front of his house. him? (RL3.5)
@ He didn't hear anything but the wind blowing (&) A friend toid him that @ frain was coming fo take im 1o the North Pale.

2.The central message of the story Is fo believe in Santa and the magic of] A friend fold him to fix the hole in his pocket

«can you fell if someone does NOT believe?

@ # frienc told im Santa was not real, but he did not believe him
@ They won't get any presents

@ A friend told him that he should ask for video games for Christmas.

@ They won't hear the bells from Santa's sleigh.
4. The boy s a frue believer for life. Who else from the story might feel the same way? (RL.3.6]

( e
(&) His mother

@ e other children from the froin
3. What caused Santa fo bring a group of children fo the North Pole every @) Hatan
(€) His father

@ You won't be able o see the elves.

@ They won't be able to find the North Pole on a map anymore.

A ) He needed the extra help,
® (D) Hs it sister Sarah
G) He wanted the elves 1o see a real live human child, -

7. Whal do the words and illusirations show you about the North Pole? [RL.3.7)
(a Mrs. Claus said it would be a nice thing fo do.
- . Itis a big busy cily with factories and many sives.
(D) He chooses one child to receive the first gift of Chistmas
@ It is a small village with a workshop.

4. What does the boy mean when he said that over the years the sound of|
for his friends? (€) only Santa and o few elves were inviled fo the ceremony,

) (D) It could only be reached by boal ANSwer Key
(&) They don't nuly believe, and they can't hear the bell anymore. o) ¥ ¥ Beal:

(8) s Honds have broken thi beks 8. How Is the frain different rom Santa's sleigh? (RL3.9]
4 (&) They are both made of metal
@/ They are all getiing old and can't hear as well anymore. =
(®) rains go fust, but Santa's sieigh is slow.

@ He meant they lost ther bells and Santa wasn't able to retum it. ~
~ (€) They are both a wonderful way fo ravel,

CCSS Assessment 3 Grade Reading Standards for Literat . The train has an engine and runs on fracks, but Santa's sleigh has reindeer and fiies.

9. The boy Is now an old man. Why s he felling a story of something that happened fo him a
long fime ago? (RL.3.10)

(&) He s sad that his sister Sarah dos not believe anymore,

I

Q He just wants fo make some money from his story.

. He wanls more and more people o fruly believe, like he does

(D) santa told him it wes ckay fo share the story now.

CCSS Assessment 3 Grade Reading Standards for Literature | BookPager.com




Extension Activity

Name: Date:

Direcfions:

Inthe book The Polar Express, the author uses a lot of adjectives to describe the
adventure to the North Pole. Read each Christmas word or phrase below, Write 5
adjectives fo describe each one

Snow

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Christmas Tree

1
2
3.
4.
5

Santa Clause

1.
2.

Favorite Holiday Pajamas

1.
2,
3.
4.
5.

Y,

Exfension Activily | ®BookPagez.com

Bonus Extension Activity

Common Core State Standards Comelation Common Core State Standards Comelation

| | Common Core State Standards Comelation |
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Student Facing Resources in Spanish for
The Polar Express Super Pack

5 Comprehension Strategy Practice Pages

Retelling and Summarizing
Practice Page

Tu turno para practicar: Volver a contar y resumir PO g e by PG g e A n Swe r Key

con The Polar Express (El expreso polar) .
Guided

&Cudles son algunas de las cosas que los nifios vieron en el camino hacia el Polo H Volver a contar Y resumir
Norte? QueShOhS con The Polar Express (El expreso polar)

— Pégina 24
4Quién estaba con el niflo cuando se dio cuenta de que habia perdido la

campana?
£Qué hicieron en el tren? El nifio estaba con los otros nifios en el tren cuando perdid la campana.

4Coémo reaccionaron?
Bs on sugiriéndoles que fueran a buscar la campana.

£Quién mas estaba en el tren?

#Qué dijeron o hicieron?
Intentaron que el nifio se sintiera mejor. Parecian tristes también

Pagina 18: Pagina 28:
3Qué has oprendida sobre los elfes hasta ahora? En la mafana de Navidad, algo impertante sucedié. Qué eventos gue sucedié

primero, después, entonces, y por Olfima vez?
fan. Podrian incluir: Pri i ifia abri
reqalos. Después, Sarah encontr un paquete especial que el nifio abrié.

Entonces el chico tacd el timbre. Por dltimo vez, los padres no escucharen la
- Sample answers | oo

Pagina 29:

WriTTe n in S pO nis h 4Cudl crees que es el tema (frabgdjo en equipo, familia, amor, amistad) de esta

historia?

O S Las as varian, Podrian incluir: Creo que el tema de esta _
= i es creer. N

Nombre: mut?ug;x.com #Por qué piensas eso?
Las respuestas varfan. Podrian incluir: Creo que si, porgue el nifio =
crefa en Papd Noel desde el principio hasta el final. Incluse creyé Ll
en Papd Noel cuando Ilegd a ser adulto. ]
Answer Key | EBookPager.com

£Qué aprendiste sobre Santa?

Hacer predicciones
con The Polar Express (El expreso polar]
P ( o polar) Identifica el propésito del autor
Pégina 1: con The Polar Express (El expreso polar)
Usa sCémo
Tu turno para practicar: Hacer predicci —bearenuy Tv o H d . Ssitd
onTha Pokor Bqpress B eupes T o The Polor Express (8 oxpross pol
—] Visualizar P presop Sintefizar
tPor]  Pégina con The Polar Express (El expreso polar) Pégina28: |, 5mq ayudan las imégenes @ compartir este mansaje? con The Polar Express (El expreso polar)
“Led  Usalos palabras y la imagen para deci qué crees que Gué esté 1]
e continuacién. »Qué hard e nifa? 4G més Los respue] Pégina 6:
] Las respue| que cuande] Note las pol
oscurc en Tu turno para practicar: Visvall | ayuda edo| Tu turno para practice: Sintetizar
Pégi con The Polar Express (El expresd]  ,quepaoy  F090 28 —Las respue; con The Polar Express (El expreso polar)
8O, por qué piensas eso? i - ¥ cceape]  #0U8 o5t ratando de decite f autor acerca de crecer? comié, e
_Lad Pégina 19: Pégina&: N comprendel  pagina 4:
lowl Qe ] Observe o forma en que el autor descrioe e inferor el Exp) estabame|  Note ks palabras que el Qutor Lsa para describir e Expreso Polar. §Como fe
— 8La8 M3 creas que podiia oler dentro del Expreso Polor? — i ayuda esfo o enlender el escenario?
sPar) Pégina 25: 4Qué palabras te ayudan a entender su mensaje? ::,:,‘2‘
Led Pégina iz —imegen end Por qué cr e o foto
“ho|  #@ué crees que pasard cuando el ren legue ol Polo No|  —————] Las respus] _Las respuef
8Comoson| s nodda seniise? —eniretener]
— Las respue| _
pégl campana e vt tpod Peamaz 1Qué aprer ::"":r'f - o o hsteria?
i \ira folo. 6mo a la imagen a contar istena’
gGLlu 4Por qué plensas sot ebirun ] 8Por aus crees que el autor escribié este libro? as respuel & yudala imager
o Les respue] pueden ver
sEnqué se ) s respuey .
co Los respad 20V PIObIGs e ayudan a visualuor? reer Crol tabricas e
1 Lepd el | Popd hoel Pégina 1&: | o aprendes sobre & Polo Norle?
— —quecrecer]  §Qué livo de experiencias crees que ha fenido el outor que le icll v io foto
Pégina 18: escribir un Bro sobre creer?
3Qué predices que el nino le pedid a Papd Noel? — LPor qué —Las respuel
Pégina 11: cientos de
Pégina 27: . Persuo
| Mote las pakabras en esta paging. ;Como crees que podid
Observe las de hielo ando™? D
enla casa Pégina 2 Pagina 16:
imagen en Q"_‘“_ " | e foto aGué aprens sabre os s an esta pagina?
_ Las respue] : . 2Qué signif
o iPor qué crees que Chris Van Alisburg escribié este libra? Lo respu]
= Persvadir Informar Entretener
Nambre: #Qué palabras te ayudan a visualizor? —muy ruides
Hornbea —Popdi Noel
Pégina 22
. T #Gué significa cuando el autor esciibe, “Ios elfos ugieron su aprRLOCIBNT |7
Making Author’s
edictions e Purpose e

Visualizing Synthesizing



Writing About Reading with Optional CCSS Alignment

“ Can”
Statement
written in

Spanish

Puedo describir personajes en historias y explicar cémo sus
acciones afectan la historia. cess:RL33

The Polar Express (El expreso polar): Sintetizar

Los padres no pueden oif la campana. ;Cémo afectan sus
acciones a la historia? ;Qué aprendes cuando el papa d
"la campana esta rota"?

D Puedo describir personajes en historias y explicar como sus
acciones afectan la historia.

The Polar Express (El expreso polar): Sintetizar

Los pad pueden oir la a. ,Cémo afectan sus
acciones a Ia historia? ;Qué aprendes cuando el papa dice
"la campana esta rota"?

The Polar Exp (El expreso polar): Sinteti:

Los padres no pueden oir la pana. ;Cémo afectan sus
acciones a la historia? ¢{Qué aprendes cuando el papd dice
"la campana esté rota"?

D Puedo describir persongjes en historias y explicar como sus
acciones afectan la historia.

COSS:RL3S

Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com

Common Core Free

Strategy and Text Based
Reader’s Response Prompt

Common Core State Standard

ecss: AL ;—

The Polar Express (El expreso polar): Sintetizar

Los padres no pueden oir la campana. ¢Cémo afectan sus
acciones a la historia? ;Qué aprendes cuando el papa dice
"la campana esta rota"?

The Polar Express (El expreso polar): Sintetizar

Los padres no pueden oir la campana. ;Cémo afectan sus
acciones a la historia? ;Qué aprendes cuando el papa dice
"la campana estd rota"?

The Polar Express (El expreso polar): Sintetizar

Los padres no p oirla p {Cémo sus
acciones a la historia? ;Qué aprendes cuando el papa dice
"la campana estd rota"?

The Polar Express (El expreso polar): Sintetizar

Los padres no pueden oir la campana. ;Cémo afectan sus
acciones a la historia? ¢(Qué aprendes cuando el papa dice
"la campana estd rota"?

Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Siips | ©BookPagez.com

Reading Response
Prompts for Each
Comprehension

Strategy Lesson Plan

[iebvr @ cordary resurn

Do qué se ota sl ibro?
4B Recién & o ficcidn?

Haz un @bufa o esciilbe una eracién complsta en
cada cofa:

LCubl sl corm mis mporinte wobee o que
ledse n o ibre

. Cordoda looas o ragurias.
oy S
3.Pago o sngrrpa i heso.

e sl loc1or

Pradicciones | Prodiccinoes | Verllicn los
il princlpio | misrras oo | precicclanes

ieo? 4Come lo sl

Friacivas e¥iobas leyendo e ibre?

Y. Cerpemots rogunio
2 G cukdasmamante o0 s e e curios
3 Po0a 5 engropa en . cusoems dal et

o

Ll al propdo et oukor o ecr st
sabe?

LG plenscs que el outor queria que pensaros

Dibuja ko cosa s importants an qus &l autor
b Bizo pecscr mienivas eslabos ey endo

Haz un disuja de t imagen mental on ol espacis
aao:

Fermes. e Frracaa
phecan.

[N e o (bt e [Dapotiae |
oo pemar vy pemar e
Escilbe algunas de las polabeos que a culora
ampled qua fe yudon & hocer sska imegen en
u meeme.

Forace. e Feads canchb
(camane w cbulo con kaven, Asegirat 6o ’
haber dibujodo odas las palabras que be arudoron.

weolizer

2. Cora cuitamoments o i e oo punio:
3 Foga o ongroa en b cusdera dol lecir

ReTelllng &
Summarizing
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Predictions
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Purpose

]
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Visualizing



Extension Activity

Nombre:

Direcciones:

La fecha:

En el lioro The Polar Express (El expreso polar), el autor usa muchos adjetivos para
describir la aventura al Polo Norte. Lee cada palabra o frase de Navidad a
continuacion. Escribe 5 adjetivos para describir cada uno.

4

La nieve

B

\

El érbol de la Navidad

abhoN=

AN

Pijamas de festivos favoritos

[l ol ol S

AN

/

Extension Activity | ©BookPagez.com




