Describing Characters Using Text Evidence
Lesson Plans for 6 Book Club Meetings

The following preview shows all of the Book Club Meetings
for Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume

4 Part Lesson Plans

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Guided Reoding Le\/el

By: Judy Blume

Book Club Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: @
D s Meeting #3 Continuved
scussion
. . Questions Chapter 4 (pages 29 - 40) Discussion Questions:
D ISCUSSION and New 2. Compare and contrast the characters Jimmy Fargo and
Vocabulary Sheila. How does Peter feel about each of them? Use
Q U esTi O n S evidence from the text to support your answer.
Answer: Jimmy Fargo and Sheila are similar because

they are the same age and in the same class as Peter

b ( h O ‘I’e r' and live in the same building. They are different
because Jimmy is Peter’s best friend, but Sheila and

W " Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing
ter don't get along. (puges 31-32) . ) . By: Judy Blume
happens to Fudge while Peter, Sheila, and Jimmy S e C I fl C Book Club Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: Q

‘are watching him at the park? How does Peter's mother p

react? Do you think her reaction is fair or unfair? Explain

your answer. |ns1‘rucﬂo nol FOCUS Meeting #4 Continved

Answers may vary. Sample answer: Fudge jumps off C":;";':":i Kick-off the Book Club Meeting (5-7 minutes)
the jungle gym when trying to fly like a bird and knocks i " s N .
Key s two front feeth out. Pefer's mother is very angry with Using Other el ol Liget ik I
him for not watching him more closely. | think her Characters’ DS?IC" etc) ’ "
v OCd b U | d ry ;gck’g"':%'::;"'”é?/"h?:sce“’f“[i;gggg 6'1:8)0 wild for Peter to Perspectives «  Review the conversation prompts on the Book Club

Calendar.

Invite students to begin the conversation by sharing things

b y C h O p Te r Chapter 4 (pages 29 - 40) New Vocabulary: they found interesting, funny, or confusing.

If needed, initiate the discussion using one of the
(page 29) - to attack and rob someone discussion questions for the chapter or focus on
2. P ion (page 31) - substances that make land, water, vocabulary.
air, etc., dirty and not safe or suitable to use Focus on developing respectful conversation using the
3. Foreign (page 32) - coming from or belonging fo conversation prompis provided on the Book Club
different place or country Calendar.

Time to Teach: Describing Characters Using Other
Characters’ Perspectives (7-10 minutes)

Review the concepts covered in Meeting 3, discussing
how authors use character thoughts to develop the
characters in a story.
Allow students to share their findings about character
thoughts.
Explain to students that today we will be focusing on
another strategy authors use to develop charactersin a
xt: other characters’ viewpoints.

pSometimes, an author tells us what one character
ut another character. Knowing this
iformation helps us to understand the character
better.”
As we read today ask yourself the following:

+ How do the characters interact?

Step by Step
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Book Club | ©BookPagez.com G U id e d M i ni Lesso n

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing «  What does one character think of the other?
By: Judy Blume * How does considering each character's
Book Club Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: Q perspectives of each other help us understand the

characters better?

Meeting #2 Continued Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Book Club | ©BookPagez.com

_ Take Time fo Reflect (2 minutes) Reflection and
« Distribute the Student Self-Evaluation Assessments.

Ask students to reflect on the work they did in Book Club S e | f— EVO | ud 'I' 10N
= by completing the self-evaluation form.
|+ Collect the evaluation forms (the forms will be sen Iniroduce Chdrdcter

ii|  orcan be saved until the last day of Book Club fo re Description as a Form of
— student progress across the Book Club).
Character Development

Describing Characters
Using Dialogue

Wrap Up the Book Club Meeting

« Instruct students to read Chapters 3-4 (pages 22-40)
e,

While reading independently, students are responsible Py - il R - Gatner studen's - omind thom fo bing everyining they

for completing the graphic organizer on their own, ] o e

identifying one more example of dialogue text Desc"blng Characters Descrlblng Characters

evidence (including page numbers) and character i ’ ’

description as they read through page 40. They are also USIng ChquCters US ng OIher Chorac'fers

responsible for responding to the reading using the Book T

Club Reading Response Board. Perspechves

« Determir when the Book Club should t H
as;rr{nlneusagvoup en the Book Club should meet SChedUllng ond

* Model how to record the assignment on their Book Club

Calendar. Reader Describing Characters

o e Using External
Responsibility Descriptions

Description &
Culminating Activity

- invile iudents o begin the conversaton by sharing tings
hey found nferesting funy,or confusi + Review fhe conversafion prompls on e Book Civb
- neeged. infafe o discusion usng one of e asdone: Colendr d
discussion auestions fortha chapler or tocus on + Invite shudents fo begin the conversation by sharng things | (chapters |
vocabulary. - hey found nferesing.funny. or onusing
-+ Focuson developingrespectil converafion usng he vacier] + iingeded. nfiate o dscusion usng on of e
Conversofion promps provided on the Book Chib cmion colors ot chaplr e s on
G ‘a Camony on fas nfo
o e -+ Faces ondevelopig respecii converclionusng he o1
Time fo Teach: Describing Characters Using External conversafion promas provided on e Book Cub osame

cribed

Descriptions (7-10 minutes) - Calendar peesin
-+ Review the concepts coveredin meeting 4 discusing | T o TG SRS ST GBS DB 0. o
how aufhors use one character's perspeciive of anolner odedy
character o develop fhe charociers in a sfory. or vewt| otions thot
+ Alow sfuden's fo share fhe fincings about character + Engage sudens in a group discussion about character
perspectives. Gevelopment. Promt fnem fo review the diferen ter
Tales of @ Fourth Grade Nothing Book Club | ©BookPagez.com + Explain fo sfudens fnaf faday we wil be focusing on the fihors use fo develop characters in a sfory.
fnal siategy authors use fo develop characters n o =X inludng ilogue houghis it chavacter's H—
xi: external descripfions. viewpoint demal descrption 0 ecch
+ Say: "Tne word ‘exfemai’ means outword. Somefimes, . \nwss\udenhmmkbuckanhewgomp\e\edgmphm
an auihor wil describe a cheracier's outwar
‘appearance or behavior fo help us befer understand Chatactor Gevaoprent roiedies n olesof a Fourh | [Feootegeeeam
ne charcler Grade Nothing. Ask students:
+ s we read foday ask yourselt fhe following: it chaoctet) doyou'e wers e mostwet
+" Wha does fhe choracter ook ket developed in he siory?
* How s ine choracier behaving? + o B s froeges bt us get fo know
How does considering the characters’ characiers in @ deeper, more meaningiul way?
appccrance and benavior help us understond fhe + Whichshategy do you feel s fhe most mpactiult
characer beffer Winy?

+ Bxploin fo sfudents tha now thaf they understand fhese
cheracter development siategies, fhey wil use what
thot know 10 wite G ini biographies of thel fovorite
cheracter.
Toer ot o Fourn Groon N ook G | SbookFagereom.
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