Word Work Lesson Plan and Activities
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Contractions

Background:
Contractionsare a “short cut” way to say two words. The words are squeezed
together pushingsome of the letters out. An apostrophe takes the place of the
missing letters.

Examples:
they're doesn't
won't 1 School’s First Day of School
By: Adam Rex
he's I'm Word Work Grade Level: 3/ Guided Reading Level: N
aren't don't Step 1: Introduce Contractions
they'd we're Introduce the « Write the words “I" and “am” on the board. Have studentsread

Focus of them. Thenwrite “I'm” on fhe board. Ask studentshow we get S Te b S Te
“I'm" from “I" and “am". (Squished the words together, pushed

Word Work out the “a”, and added an apostrophe in ifs place.)
" Sample Anchor Chart + Explain that we often use short cutswhen we speak and wiite.
dP - They are called contractions. Askif anyone knows what the esson an
+ ACopy of School's First ) Contractions word “contract” means. (To shrink or make smaller)

Ensure that studentsknow that the ggnctuationmark that is

« Markers lam - rm
+ Sentence Strips (duplicat| | sheqawd et Theyare || .
*  Contraction Cards (dupiif | snerg He's  Theyre Undermeah, write, “she'd", “he's” Od “they're". Askfor
« Timer . . volunteers to fell which letters the apostrophe takes the place of
+  Confraction Cones Pract| | freers il ven. samele answers in each contraction. (“woul”, “I",and “a") Circle the letters and
+ Optional-Sticky Notes (5| |meme  werert  went draw attention fo how we contracted (shrank] the wordsinto a
. iondl— oo “ contraction.

Optional-Word Detecty | ... o Werer@  We@ + Askfor volunteers toname additional contractions. Write them

Theyd Thats  wasnt on the board. Askstudents to tellwhat words the contractions

were made from. Write them under each word. Ask what letters

T @ T were the apostrophe stands for in each one.

Step 2: Contractions in the Text
Connect Word « Tell students that there are many examples of contractionsin the
Work to ook, School's First Day of School.
+ Tellstudent’s that you are going to read part of the book o
Exend Engagement them. Ask them to be listening for contractions as you read.
Direct students to them put up @ finger each time they hear a
Give sach student 3 contraction.

sficky nofes. Tel them

Optional Activity to
Extend Engagement ‘

Read pages 2- 4 dloud, Askstudentshowmany fingers fhey . .
have up? (4 Ask students which contractions they heard? I_ 'I' f d 'I' h b k
(they'd, that's, won't, you'l) IST OT wWOoras In e (e]e]

Addhese confractions fo the anchor chart, Read fherest of he

story tothe class. Have them listen for additional examples of -I-h -I- -I- h -I-h
Somhactons ar maic e

Some Examples of Confractions in the Text:

instructional focus

Telltuder ’u_vhm"e" « That's + Didn't . I'm
sticky notes on the .« Won't + Doesn't « You'l
of the day, « Theyll .
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School's First Day of School mf:[’g:";\‘/’: :{':’:ﬁ/sw
By: Adam Rex
Word Work Grade Level: 3/ Guided Reading Level: N Directions: Duplicale enough senfence sirps for each sludent or pais of siudents.
Cut them apart and place fhem in envelopes.
Step 3: Interactive Exploration
Guided Word + Give each student (orpairs of students) an envelope containing 1 N1 Please do not tap your pencil on my desk.
Guided Word Interactive Activity P your p y

Direct students to take out the contents of the envelopes. Tell
them that they are toread each sentence strip and find 4 . R
confraction that fitsin each one. Tell them they must stoy e is always in a cheerful mood.
the timer sounds.

Set a timerfor 3minutes. Say, “Go!"

Monitor students as they are completing the task. . o
When the fimerruns out, say, “Stop!” They are going to build a treehouse.
Call on volunteers o each read one sentence strip and tell
‘which contraction goes withit.

We will not be going fo the park today.

Step 4: Practice Page Sarah does not like to eat peas.
Independent + Hand out each student a copy of
Word Work Confraction Cones Practice Page.
. + Call on a volunteer toread the directions. . .
Practice + Tellstudents theymay begin o complete I am always happy to visit my cousins.
the page.

Monitorstudents as they work; collect
practice pages when finished.

Noah could not finish his homework.

Step 5: Group Discussion

Reconnect and + Bring the students back together, They would love to go to Hawaii.

@De /70’
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Reflect on Word « Askstudents to explain what theylearned about contractions O .
Clice S
Q9e

based on the work they completed,

‘Guided Word Work Froctice | @BookPagezcom
Work + Invite students to tum and talk with a partner about theirword

work.
+ Invite 2-3students o share what they leamed with the group.

Step 6: Extension Activity Contraction Cones
Extend Word Work + Askstudents to be on thelookout for contractions in theirown Word Work Practice Page
(optional) reading. Tell them to write theirwords on anindex card and add

them 1o the pocket chart. (Review the added cards with the

Class later in fhe day or before moving on 10 the next word work ctions: Fil in the blanks on each cone. Then, wiite a sentence using the

raction. Don't forget the apostrophel

lesson)

. AHem}uﬂve\y, students can keep track of the contractions they
find using the Word Delective worksheet AL
(have( not
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Extension Activity AN
\/
Directions:

Be o word defeclive!
Be on the lookout for confractions while you read. Wiile the words

thatyou find along with the file of The book where you found the

words, the page, and the sentence with the word or phrase. \

Words Book Title Page

Extension Activity
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