Character Traits Lesson Plans for 5 Book Club Meetings

The following preview shows all of the Book Club Meetings for
Riding Freedom by Pam Munoz Palma

4 Part Lesson Plans

Riding Freedom

By:Pam Mufioz Ryan
Book Club Grade Level: 3/ Guided Reading Level

Guided Reading Level

Discussion
i Discussion Meeting #3 Cenlinved
Questions DUCUSOn | Chapiers3 - Discusion Guestons: —

and New &. Ebeneezer let her stay ot the stable. What character By:Pam Murioz Ryan

by Chapter Vecabulary il con you e fom 1 oct? Book Club

Answers wil vary. Sample answers include: He has a

soft heart. He is sympathetic. {pages 55 and 56] _ ]
.o o Meeting #3 Continued
o S p ecC |f IC Distinguishing Kick-off the Book Club Meeling (5-7 minutes)

hapters 3 - 5 New Vocabulary: and

Describing Gatherstudents—remind them to bring everythingthey

Key ! ;UET;V":Q‘;SS: 36) - anamowline or wrinkiein the skin of a |nS-I-rU C-I-Ion Ol FOCUS Major and might need for Book Club [book. Reader's Notebook.
. pencil. etc.).
2. Wither (page 37) - fo become dry and weak Minor Review the conversation prompts on the Book Club

VOCO b U | O ry 3. Droning [page 47) - to speak for a long fime in a dul Characters Calendoar,

woice without saying anythinginteresting Invite students to begin the conversation by sharing things

by C h a p.l.er 4. Ervpled [page 49) —to happen suddenly and vilenlly they found interesting, funny, or confusing

If needed, inifiate the discussion using one of the discussion

5. Refiable (page 56) - able to be frusted o do or provide questions for the chapteror focus on vocabulary.
whatis needed +  Focus on developing respectiul conversaiion using the
%Bax [page 57) - toinfluence o persuade to do canversafion prompts provided on the Book Club
something by talking in a gentle and friendly way Calendar.

7. Notion (page 60) - anidea or opinion Time to Teach: Distinguishing and Describing Major and
Minor Characters (7-10 minutes)

+ Invite students share some of the addifions they made fo
S ‘I-e p by S ‘I-e p their Character Trait Thinking Map for Charlotte.

+ Tell students that there are fwa types of characters in a
story: major and minor. Define these types of characters

H Tl the fol :
Guided Mini Lesson i the okowing W, thatplay  big ol i the sfey's

plotfaction. These characters are the focus of the
ry
m\m Characters that help fomave the story dong
by helping, or creafing obstacles for, the major
characters
« Explain that it can sometimes be tricky to tell if o
character i a major or minor character. One helpful way
to think of it is if the story could not happen the way it
Riding Freedom Book Club | @8ookPager.com does without a certain character, he/fshe is a major
character.
+  Explain that both types of characters are important to the
story because they each play arole in the story's confict
and resolution: moving the story to its conclusion.
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o
Riding Freedom Identifying Character
By: Pam Mufioz Ryan o o e
Book Club Grade Level: 3/ Guided Reading Level: P Infroduce Traits - EXP|ICIf and
Meeting #4 Continued Character Traits Inferred
D"‘r::'l"'"g Model How to Respond to Reading (continued) ; 5
+ Dicuss how Vern and Ebeneszer's character raits
rcir;urlucierd impact the story? [Possible answer: They provide
ralfs Impa hope for Charlotte and their acts of kindness create
a Story suspense; Wil Charlofte get away? Wil Mr. Milshark
catch her?) . 3o )
= + Distribule copies of the What ... gome cards. Have Distinguishing and
students work in pairs to take tums puling a card and T . ini
osking thelr partfer e new Scencho Describing Major and Determining How
« Circulate whie the students play the gome and correct . H
any misconceptions as needed, Minor Characters Character Traits

Impact the Story

— Reflection and

Take Time to Reflect (2 minutes) . .
+ Distribute the Student Self-Evaluglion Assessment. Self- EVO'UOTlon Undersiqndlng the

+ Askstudents fo reflect on the work fhe.gid in Book Club
by completing the self-evaluatio Role of Character
Traits in Identifyin S s bl S ok i
fis | itying it o

+  Colect the evoluation forms [the fol i =) 3

on the last day of Book Club along with any notes from
the teacher)

= | e Up e ok i thcting Scheduling and Theme and Author’
+ Assign students to read Chapters & - 8 independently. R eq d er Messqge

- Encouage voh

alor aret Miner Character

+  Whie reading independently, students are responsible
——————— for adding traits for each of the characters listed on their P
Maijor and Minor Characters chari. R b | 1—
+ Determine as a group when the Book Club sbguid meet eSpOI’]SI Il y
again.
. +  Model how to record the assignment on ]

Calendar.
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5 Character Traits Lesson Plans



