Character Traits Lesson Plans for
6 Book Club Meetings

The following preview shows all of the Book Club Meetings for
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

4 Part Lesson Plans

Fishina Tree Guided Reading Level

By: Lynda Mullaly Hunt
Book Club Grade Level: 6/ Guided Reading LeveliX —
Meeting #2

Discussion Dhcussion | ot ot e

. and New Suggested discussion questions and new vocabulary words
Q uestions Vocabulary | drelisted below to help guide the conversation. Some of the
questions are open-ended and have more than one right
answer. Fish in a Tree

By: Lynda Mullaly Hunt
Book Club Grade Level: 6 / Guided Reading Level: X

by C h O pTe r New vocabulary words can be reviewed prior to assigning M
Ihe rgading or as a group after reading the selection. In S p e C I I C

ce, remember to model problem solving Meeting #3 Continved

[Context clues, Greek/Latin roofs, 1
refixes/suffixes). De;ending on YO:JI' students' needs, you I n STrU C TI O n O | F O C U S Time to Teach (continved)

p
may find that you need to add the discussion of the meaning Examining . .
pry , + Ask students to recall what Ally ended up doing for this
Key of other words within each of the chapters. uthor's Tools notebook entry. Possible onsvjers include: she %rew a
Chapter 1 Discussion Questions: :;'Jr C';Gmﬁe" cube, she skefched a three-dimensional cube with dark
Vi m black sides.
VO C O b U | O ry 1. Why does Mrs. Hall tell Ally it's important for her to write evelopmen + Have students direct their attention fo page 56, where
about herself? Mr. Daniels questions Ally about the cube. Remind them
by C h a pTe r Answer: She says it's important for her new teacher to that Ally said it was a drawing of a dark room.
get fo know her. (page 2) + Have students recall that Ally fells Mr. Daniels she drew a

is Ally doodling in class and how does she feel when dark room because no one could see her in it. When he
ught2 questions her, she fold him it is easier fo be
. . invisible. Point out that this drawing was a way for
nswer: She doodles when she is avoiding her

* readers fo understand how Ally felt on a deep and
work. She is embarrassed when her teacher catches personal level.

her. (page 2) « Tell students that Hunt also uses Ally's visualizations,

3. Why does Ally watch mind movies2 which Ally calls mind movies, to give readers a better
Answer: She says it helps her escape from real life. mgggsmndmg of Ally's thoughts and how she saw
(page 4) + Ask students to tumn to page 69 for another example of a

Chapter 1 New Vocabulary: powerful visualization that let's readers know how Ally

felt

1. Bulky (page 1) - large and bulky . .
. ! ani " p Read the following excerpt aloud to students:
2. Aint {page 2) -aplece of shiny gray or black stone that s When | come back from my mind movie, Albert has

like glass S -I- b S‘I' ) g
3. Staling (page 3) - to delay in taking action or avoid e p y e p akready walked away. But| don't care. |can't help

i 0 o thinking about the girl on the train and how she feels -
giving an answer in order to have more fime fo make a . . . i o bt e ol bk andl
decision or get an advantage G Id d Mlnl L N A{"krig"’(‘;s"fv‘;’; fseeol hgés much bui she s held back. an

y and angry. Like she's
Fishin a Tree Book Club | GBookPagez.com U e SANE ragging a concrete block around all of the time. I'd
help her break free from that.
o students that the description and comparison
in this visualization causes readers to imagine how
Ally felt and to empathize with her. From this, readers
can infer that Ally felt like she has a lot of potential, but
she was held back by her challenges.
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Fish in a Tree
By: Lynda Mullaly Hunt Observing How

Book Club Grade Level: 6 / Guided Reading Level: X X Experiences Shape
Infroduce Character Traits
Meeting #5 Continved Ch racters
Model How fo Respond fo Reading « ASksluckons whotchroctr ool oin ot kel e Book Ot eeting (57 mintes)
Understanding « Direct students to their Character Traits Tracking Page . 5 * Golner sudent— emin hom 1 ringaveryning ey
How Characters | (EndingChapters) Examining Author's Tools e igaidaslintinne
Impact Other « Tell them that they are nearing the end of the book and " oo conversaton prompts on fhe Book
Cﬁuraders they will fill in External and Internal traits for Ally one last for Character e tobad o coniionby o s
i + rdocses e g ioution sand o0 of the
time. Development e i o o s

« Guide students in recalling how Ally behaved or acted
when she worked with Miss Kessler and Mr. . CaMer Sugerts = femincHem 0 BN Svery MG Me).
Daniels. Possible answers include: she accepted help in from e outsd for Character e 00K Gl foook Readers Notebook T o Tooele Qb How Expereaces thepe
reading, and she saw the game of chess well. - ke

« Prompt students to think about Ally's thoughts and

;s » Understanding How
feelings in this portion of the reading. Possible additions to . Nohcmg that Characters
g;'%rgné‘n;lude: gaining confidence, relieved that she's Reﬂec‘l‘lon O nd Have Different - Charac(i:irs Im[:act Other
’ . : aracters
Toke i b et (2 o Self-Evaluation SSCRSCLSE ———

« Distribute the Student Self-Evaluation Assessment. %p:y'wcw {book. Readers Noiobcok.
— * Askstudents to reflect on the work they di Review the conversation promts on the Book Ciub o New vocabulary words can be reviewed prior fo assigring
by completing the self-evaluation form? B

1|+ Collect the evaluation forms (the forms will 5& sent home « Ineeded nifate. . 5. o you siuerts neods you
! I or can be saved until the last day of Book Club to review — Socanaan Reflechng on the WOyS st al e chamancr o he meanina

) [— student's progress across the Book Club). ) cones i Characters Chan ge cussion Questions:
aondor, iss Kessr pul Aly out of clss?
Wrap Up the Book Club Meeting ' ire v A o ess . onas ves o

. o
«  Assign students to read Chapters 43- 51. S C h ed U | N g O n d Rroiitiodis It penci, eic) o naeen: e e o e e

+Focus on eveloping respectiul conversation using the.
conversation promps provided on fhe 8ook Club.

Perspectives

i S ChIaclrs | o e Convesllan ol o th Bock Gl
+  Determine as a group when the Book Club should meet - Epian ot . Colera o fooikm oomssn ol choss
again. Model how to record the assignment on their R eq d er ciferenty 1t ghves ] ey found merestng. fury, o ontse. He probaby wants her o see fhat she's good!
+ Remind students tt * Kfneeded, the (page 163)
Book Club Calendar. Characters inovan] isussionauesions o 1 crosier o focus on
T . el comprerer + Foctsongovscping especi convorsalon g he | Vocabuan
Responsibilit o .
. ;:Zi:nwdenh e alendar. brething info your possession, especially by
ey Tl et atactng onth WoysChoracles Cante |11y o o v
Sock. A G| . por if-sniod el
ock A e I e fpoge 1681 opencavh
bothinfemnaly and sxtemaly. froughout the story, Fiin s ee Sook Cus [ CBoakragez.com

+ Explain fnaf you wil work ogaiher fo buid a final
parograph aboul Aly's ranslormation hioughout the

sory.
« skSiudents how to begin with on infioductory sentence.
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+ Diect siudents fo page 224 ondread the lolowing

excoro
+ Wihou thinking. yel fo Shay across the room, "Hey! You
allof us!
+ Explain thaf stonding Up o Shay was never somefring Aly
Point out hat ne confidence she fe came
from her connactions fo Albert and Kei

H
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